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PERTINENT ISSUES

From the above table, the following issues can now be easily
identified. These are also the issues that Weed more attention during
the site specific studies. S

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The main issues appear to be soils and surface hydrology and more

specifically the erosion potential of the soils. Under serface
hydrology the main sub-issues can be described as the rivers,
estuaries, dams and the water gquality. The issue of groundwater

hydrology also needs attention.

BIOTIC ENVIRONMENT

The study area is not unique from either a faunal of floral point of
view.

Bowever as area, it has high conservation value and could be declared
a nature area in the future.

of importance during the site specific study, is the identificatiocn of
the various veld types for each site.

10
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4,4 IMPACT ON THE MARINE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The social and economic levels of the marine enviromment of the study area
are not highly developed, and it is therefore anticipated that the proposed
development will not have any substantial impact on these activities. A
brief summary of the impacts are listed in Table 4.4, The major impact
will be that access to the coastal waters immediately off-shore of the
development will be restricted.

4.5 IMPACT ON THE INTER-TIDAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The predominant impacts on the inter-tidal soclo-economic environment are
listed in Table 4.5. From this table it is clear that the only significant
impact will be the restriction of access to the ceoast line in the immediate
vicinity of the station during operation. The coastal sections at the
proposed sites are currently not used extensively by tourists or fishermen,
except for the site close to Cape St. Francis, where only limited access is
allowed at the present stage. After am accident, some of the wvacation
areas in the vicinity of the site may be affected, but the extent of this
will largy depend upon the nature of the accident, the prevailing weather
conditions, and the time of year when the accident occurs. These effects
will be studied in greater detail in the site specific investigation.

4.6 TIMPACT ON THE ON-SHORE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The principal impacts on the on-shore socioc-economic environment are listed
in Table 4.6. It is again clear that the effect on the enviromment during
the normal life of the plant (from construction to normal operation) will
not be significant, except for the construction of access roads to the
site, and current flight paths used by aircraft. These impacts, however,
will depend greatly on the particular site to be selected. The only
possible significant impacts may occur after an accident, in which case the
agricultural activities may be affected adversely, some settlements may
have to be evacuated, and the Elandsjagt and Churchill Dams may be
polluted. These impacts are again site dependent, and will be addressed as
such in the second phase of this study.

4,7 TMPACT ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS
The predominant Iimpacts of the proposed plant on socio-economic factors are
listed in Table &4.7. The impact of the plant on the inhabitants of the

area are being investigated by another group, and these results will be
incorporated in this study as soon as those results become available.
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