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1 INTRODUCTION

This report describes the Public Participation Process (PPP) that was undertaken in
accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No 107 of 1998)
as amended, and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, June 2010
(GNR 544, & GNR 546) for a project component of the proposed National Route 2
(N2) Rehabilitation.

The component of the N2 rehabilitation that relates specifically to this project is
depicted in Figure 1, and includes the following:

Upgrading of approximately 12 km of gravel access roads to tar roads in the
Magalakangqga, eBika and Mnyamanzane Villages.

Closure of six illegal intersections on the N2.

Development of two formalised intersections at the Qhora and eMambabala
villages respectively, which constitutes widening of the N2 to include a third
turn-off lane.

This project has been named after the Qhora Village (one of the villages at which
road rehabilitation will occur). The Public Participation Process in this report has been
undertaken in accordance with section 54 of the EIA Regulations (regulated by the
Department Environmental Affairs (DEA) in support of applying for an Environmental
Authorisation for the proposed project.
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Figure 1: Aerial Map indicating the access road to be upgrade  d (red line), the road
closure and the location of the proposed intersecti on.
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1.1  Methodology Overview

The following main activities were undertaken as part of the PPP:

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) were identified based on their
potential interest in the project.

An English advertisement was in the Daily Dispatch on 29 November 2012
giving details of the proposed project and Basic Assessment Process which is
subjected to public participation and also in accordance with Section 54 of EIA
Regulations, GN R543 of 2010.

A site notice was fixed at two conspicuous places at the site (along the N2), in
accordance with Section 54 (3) and (4) of the National Environmental
Management Regulation, GN R543 of 2010. The notice (Figure 4) was written
in English and isiXhosa.

Stakeholders and authorities were identified based on their potential interest
in the project.

Notification letters were distributed to 1&APs, Authorities and to the Land
owners.

Background Information Documents detailing the proposed project was
distributed to stakeholders, authorities and adjacent land owners on 6
November 2012.
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2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

2.1 Newspaper Advertisement

Table 1. Newspaper Advertisement and site notice |
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Figure 3: Locations where to two Site Notices were erected (Location A and Location B)
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Figure 4: Content of the Site Notices printed in En  glish and isiXhosa
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Figure 5: Site notice erected at Location A

Figure 6: Site notice erected at Location B
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2.2.2

2.2.3

Stakeholder Identification and Notification

I&APs |dentified

According to the NEMA EIA Regulations under Section 25 (5) of NEMA, a register of
I&APs (Regulation 55 of GNR 543) must be kept by the Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP). The following 1&APs were identified based on their potential
interest in the proposed project and are kept informed of throughout the process.

Table 2: List of I& APs identified during the PPP

Mr. Ngamela Pakade Mnguma Local Municipality

Mr Ngamela Pakade Mnguma Local Municipality

Mbelani Mnguma Local Municipality (Ward Councillor)

Mahlanza Mnguma Local Municipality (Ward Councillor )

Mr Yimile Zote Amathole District Municipality Municipal Manager

Department of Economic Development,

Ms Hlomela Ntsini Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT),
Amatola Region

Eastern Cape Provincial Heritage Resources
Authority

Mr. Sello Mokhanya

Mr. Mlondolusi Mbikwana | Department of Water Affairs

I&AP Notification

I&APs were sent a copy of the Background Information Document (See Figure 7 and
Figure 8) regarding the proposed project, and a letter of notification (See Error!
Reference source not found. and Error! Reference source not found. ) and
invitation to comment.

Background Information Document

A Background Information Document (Figure 7 and Figure 8) was compiled and
distributed to Stakeholders on 06 November, as listed in Error! Reference source
not found. .
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Figure 7: Background Information Document (page 1)
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Figure 8. Background Information Document (page 2)
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Figure 9: Notification letter sent to Stakeholders (page 1)
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Figure 10: Notification letter sent to Stakeholders (page 2)
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Figure 11: Email Notification of Stakeholders (DEDE AT - hlomela.ntini@deaet.ecape.co.za;
ECPHA — smokhanya@ecphra.org.za; DWA — mbikwanaM@dw  a.gov.za; Amatola District
Municipality — yimilez@amatole-dm.co.za)
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Figure 12: Notification of Stakeholders (Mnquma Loc  al Municipality — N. Pakade, Municipal
Manager)
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2.2.4 Land Owner Notification

A BID (Error! Reference source not found. ) together with Landowner Notification
Letter (Error! Reference source not found. ) was sent to the Landowners on 6
November 2012.

Figure 13: Notification letter sent to Landowner (p  age 1)
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Figure 14: Notification letter sent to Landowner (p  age 2)
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Figure 15: Email Notification of Land Owner — Rural Development and Land Affairs
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3 COMMENTS AND RESPONSE

Comments to date have only been received from the Eastern Cape Heritage
Resource Agency:

Figure 16: Correspondence received from the Eastern Cape Heritage Resource Agency
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In response to ECHRA, GIBB appointed an Archaeologist and Palaeontologist to
undertake the Heritage Phase 1 studies required. Reports were then forwarded to
ECPRA. Reports are attached as Appendix E in the Basic Assessment Report.

Figure 17: GIBB response to Eastern Cape Heritage R esource Agency
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3.1 1&AP Registration and Comments
3.1.1 Initial Registration and Comment Period
An initial registration and response period was given to I&APs. No I&AP responded to
the newspaper advert and site notice.
3.1.2 Comments and Responses
Only ECPHRA has provided comment as per Figure 16, and indicated that a Heritage
Study must be undertaken. GIBB subsequently appointed an Archaeologist, and a
Palaeontologist to undertake the respective Studies.
The specialist studies were undertaken in April 2013 and the reports were submitted
to ECPRHA for review. No comment has been received from ECPHRA as yet
regarding the specialist reports.
3.1.1 Comments on the Draft Basic Assessment Report
The Draft Basic Assessment Report will be made available for public review and
comment from 18 June 2013 to 29 July 2013.A draft BAR is available to I&AP’s listed
in Table 1 for comment at the following locations:
A copy of the DBAR will be sent to all the 1&APs identified in Table 1
Butterworth Public Library
GIBB website : http://www.gibb.co.za/servicesectors/environmentalservices/projects
All comments received will be included in the Final Basic Assessment Report which
will be submitted to Department of Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and
Tourism.
3.1.2 Environmental Authorisation
It is anticipated that the Environmental Authorisation will be communicated to
registered 1&APs through natification letters and an newspaper advertisement.
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4 CONCLUSION AND WAY FORWARD

It is concluded that there are no objections from the public for the proposed activity
since:

No members of the public have registered as I&APs

One stakeholder has provided comment, the Eastern Cape Heritage Resource
Agency (ECPHRA) which requested a Phase 1 Archaeological and
Paleontological Assessment be undertaken. Specialists were appointed by
GIBB and the reports were subsequently submitted to ECPHRA for comment.

Should there be any further information required, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Ms. Mary-Anne Crocker
GIBB
Tel: 043 706 3642

E-mail: macrocker@aqibb.co.za
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