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Meeting Procedures 

• Switch cell phones off

• The facilitator chairs the meeting

• Only one person speaks at a time

• Raise your hand & wait for the facilitator to acknowledge you 
before you speak

• State your name and organisation clearly before you speak

THANK YOU!



Objectives of the Meeting

• To introduce the project to Interested & Affected Parties (IAPs)

• To introduce the Basic Assessment (BA) Process

• To provide an overview of the Public Participation Process (PPP)

• To identify issues & concerns raised by IAPs to date

• To discuss the content of the BA Report



• eThekwini Coastal, Stormwater and Catchment Management 
Department proposes to widen ~ 1 km of the Umgeni River

• The project area is in the vicinity of Connaught Bridge (North Coast 
Road, R102) in Durban North

• The northern embankment will be provided with flood protection 
works 

• Reduces the risk of flooding at the Umgeni Business Park, such as 
was experienced during the 1987 floods

Project Background



Flood of 1987



Proposed Site Location (1)



Proposed Site Location (2)



• The northern embankment will be realigned

• The embankment will be stabilised with flood protection 
works – e.g.:

• layer of geo fabric and reno matress (lower part of embankment)

• gabion box (middle)

• suitable vegetation (top part of embankment)

• The riverbed will not be lined or excavated, apart from 
excavations required for construction of the embankment 
itself

• Existing buildings, paving, pipelines and other manmade 
structures within the ‘new’ riverbed will be removed 

Description of the Proposed Widening (1)



• Affected sewer and water mains are provided for in the 
proposed design

• The design of the embankment makes provision for a foot 
trail above the floodline

• Approximately 30 properties, most of which were already 
impacted by the 1987 floods, will be affected by the 
widening project

• The project will have no direct impact on the rail and road 
infrastructure that traverses the river 

Description of the Proposed Widening (2)



Description of the Proposed Widening (3)
Illustration of Cross Section of the Embankment Design



Basic Assessment Process



• Legislative Framework for the BA Process

• Purpose of the BA 

• Responsibilities of the various role players

• Basic Assessment Process Flow

Background to the BA Process



SA Constitution, Act No 108 of 1996

National  Environmental Management, Act No 107 of 1998 
(NEMA) 

- Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and 
Listed Activities, 2010 (promulgated in Government 
Notices No. R. 544, R. 545 and R. 546 of 2010). 
These EIA regulations came into effect on 2 August 
2010

- National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) 
- Air Quality Act (Act No. 39 of 2004)
- Guidelines & manuals issued by the Government

Legislative Framework for the BA Process



• NEMA states that an environmental authorisation is 
required prior to the commencement of certain listed 
activities that may have detrimental effect on the 
environment

• Two separate assessment processes for environmental 
authorisation, depending on the nature of the activity.  
The first of these being the Basic Assessment (BA) 
process, the second ‘Scoping and EIA’

• For the purpose of this project a BA is to be submitted to 
the environmental authorities for approval

EIA Regulations



BA Role Players

• Applicant: eThekwini Municipality

• Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GIBB (Pty) Ltd

• Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs)

• Environmental Authority (final decision maker): Department of 
Agriculture and Environmental Affairs (DAEA)



Responsibilities of Role Players

eThekwini Municipality (Applicant):

• Appoint suitable, independent consultants

• Ensure adequate resources are available to conduct an 
effective, efficient & equitable BA

• Ensure that the Consultants are provided with relevant 
information to undertake the BA effectively

• Ensure that the Consultant provides all relevant 
information to the Authorities



Responsibilities of Role Players

GIBB (Consultant): 

• Be independent with no vested interest

• Have the necessary qualifications & experience

• Responsible for BA process, information & reports

• Provide relevant & objective information to the 
Authorities, the IAPs & the Applicant

• Ensure Public Participation is undertaken

• Ensure all issues raised are addressed or responded to



Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs): 

• To register as an I&AP

• Provide input & comment during various stages of the
process

– Identify issues & alternatives
– Review of reports

– Background Information Document
– Draft Basic Assessment Report

• Provide input & comment within specific timeframes

Responsibilities of Role Players



Department of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs  
(DAEA): 

• Efficient & expedient in evaluating proposals

• Compliance with regulatory requirements

• Consultation with the Applicant & the Consultant

• Evaluation/review & decision-making

• Requiring sufficient detail to make informed decisions

Responsibilities of Role Players



PUBLIC EAP DAEA
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PUBLIC EAP DAEA



Description of the Public 
Participation Process



• Advertising to notify I&APs of the BA process and invite registration of 
I&APs (Location of advert?!) 

• Identification of I&APs and compilation of I&AP database

• Compilation and Distribution of Background Information Document (BID)

• Fixing site notices (X2) 

• Key Stakeholder authority liaison 

• Public Meeting – today

• Distribution of the Draft BAR for public comment

• Submission of the Final BAR to DAEA

As shown above, the public will be provided with a number of opportunities 
to interact with the project team & comment on the proposed project

Public Participation



The key authorities in the process include :

- KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs (DAEA)

- Department of Water Affairs(DWA) 

- WESSA

- Umgeni Conservancy

- DUCT

- Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife

- Amafa/Heritage KZN

Public Participation continued



• Wetland  and Water Quality impacts

• Habitat loss

• Air Quality – dust  & vehicle emissions

• Soil erosion and sedimentation

• Potential noise impacts

• Temporary traffic impact during transportation of 
bulky equipment

• Temporary job creation for construction workers.

Construction Phase

Potential Environmental Impacts



Biodiversity Assessment
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Biodiversity Assessment – Mitigation 
measures
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The Biodiversity Assessment concluded that the proposed construction of a flood 
control bank in the study area is not expected to have any significant impacts if the 
mitigation measures described above are adhered to.



HERITAGE ASSESSMENT
Industrial activity and informal small-scale agriculture have heavily disturbed 

much of the affected area. Parts of the lower embankment have been 
effected by previous flooding and are thus not archaeologically sensitive.

- Archaeology:

- No archaeological sites were observed along the development route.

- Graves:

- No ancestral significance linked to the site as the only cemetery in 
close proximity will not be affected due to the development being 
rerouted.

- Historical structures:

- No structures of historical significance on the site

- Recommendations:

-Construction to be halted if graves or artifacts uncovered



Other impacts – Construction phase
Impact
Interruption of services:

Mitigation
Existing  infrastructure is adequately incorporated into engineering designs.
Adequate planning for commissioning and switch-over of new services.
Notify affected service users of dates and duration of any planned services 
interruptions.
Quick response to accidental damage to existing services.

Disturbance or damage to 
cultural and heritage 
features

Prevention of access to and any impact on the Islamic graveyard by 
construction activities, e.g. through appropriate fencing off of this 
sensitive site.
Treating the graveyard and any community activity at the graveyard 
with due respect.
Immediately stopping excavations and reporting to Amafa any 
potential cultural or heritage features uncovered during the 
construction activities.



Other impacts – Construction phase
Impact
Erosion and water quality 
impacts

Mitigation
Ensure waste management plans are in place.
No waste stored for longer than 14 days.
Routine vehicle maintenance and washing at a maintenance 
workshop off site.
Utilise drip trays to prevent oil or fuel spills.
Provide bunding for hazardous liquid storage.
No latrines close to the edge of the river.
Monitor suspended solids in the watercourse downstream of the site 
on a frequent basis. 
Construction should occur during the dry season when risk of heavy 
rains is low.
Grading of the site is required after construction to ensure free flow 
of runoff.
Clearance of vegetation should be minimised. Protect the 
construction site from erosion by storm water.
Effectively contain and allow settling prior to discharge of storm 
water at the construction site.



Other impacts – Construction phase
Impact
Community safety impacts

Mitigation
Fence off the site where practically possible. 
Control access to the site.
Ensure regular patrolling of the site.
Display of danger/warning signs and no public access sign at all 
potential access roads and paths.
Prevent access to any excavations and steep areas.
Appropriate security of all construction plant, equipment, material or 
substance.

Social impacts associated 
with local migrations –
influx of temporary 
construction workers:

Use local labourers as much as possible.
Train construction workers to respect the property and needs of the 
affected communities.
Ensure that adequate lines of communication are implemented to 
deal with public grievances.



Other impacts – Construction phase
Traffic and traffic 
infrastructure impacts

Liaison with the eThekwini Traffic and Transportation Department.
Adhere to all traffic regulations.
Effective route planning.
Minimise construction activities in roads during peak hours.

Impacts on recreation and
tourism:

Minimise the construction footprint to the affected river section.
Prevent construction litter.
Control alien vegetation establishing.
Promote the establishment of plant cover consisting of indigenous,
endemic species.

Impacts on air quality: Minimise the surface area exposed to wind erosion.
Wetting of roads on windy days.
Maintenance of vehicles and other to minimise smoke is emitted from
exhausts.
No burning of cleared vegetation and wastes/refuse.



Other impacts – Construction phase

Noise impacts: Restrict noisy construction activities to daytime hours.
All plant should be fitted with silencers.

Visual/aesthetic impacts: Planning of appropriate site layout, materials stockpiling and waste
disposal management ahead of construction.
Investigate opportunities for material re-use.
Construction camp and site should be well organised, material is
neatly stacked and waste is regularly removed.
Implement appropriate waste and rubble management and disposal
procedures to ensure waste and rubble is not disposed in the river or
any other illegal disposal site.
Planting of suitable indigenous trees may provide for a visual
shielding of industrial sites and be considered to improve the visual
appearance.



Operational phase

Impacts
Impacts on topography and
natural drainage:

Mitigation
Construction should occur during the dry season when risk of heavy
rains are low.
Enter into negotiations with relevant stakeholders for the control of
water flow from upstream dams during the construction phase. In
doing so the functionality of the estuary must not be compromised.
No construction activities must be allowed within the normal ‘non-
flood’ river channel and inner bank of the Umgeni River that could
result in any disturbance thereof.
Grading of the site is required after construction to ensure free flow of
runoff and to prevent ponding of water.
Implement measures to protect the site from erosion by storm water.

Impacts on geology and
soil:

A detail geological investigation is required prior to detailed design
and construction to provide further information on water table, extent
and composition of fill, potential methane gas emissions from refuse,
settlement on canal berms and stability of canal linings.
Implement measures to effectively contain and allow settling prior to 
discharge of stormwater from the construction site.



CONSTRAINTS / RECOMMENDATIONS

• Adhere to conditions stated in the EMP.

• This proposed development has received a positive 
environmental authorisation previously (2007, EIA No: 
EIA/ 6008). 

• The development proposal has not changed in terms 
of technical and site application. This is apart from the 
embankment stabilisation design which has been 
amended/refiined. It is therefore recommended that the 
Environmental Authorisation be granted for the 
proposed development with conditions as highlighted 
in the mitigation measures of this report and the 
accompanying EMP.



Questions and 
Discussions?

Durban Office
Westville

South Africa

54 Norfolk Terrace
Westville, 3630

Tel:   +27 31 267 8567
Fax:  +27 31 266 3310

www.gibb.co.za

Please respond to 
Katherine de Jong

in writing

kdejong@gibb.co.za


